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Douglas County, Oregon is mostly mountainous terrain, covers 5089
square miles, with elevations ran~ing from 9182 feet in the
Cascades to sea level at the Pacific Ocean near Winchester Bay.

The proposed rule changes, that would limit maximum authorized
effective radiated power (ERP) with respect tri the antenna height
above the average terrain, could result in Douglas County havinQ
to reduce the transmitter out-put power to 5 Watts at most of the
County radio sites.

Douglas County has developed a 9-1-1 Emergency Telephone System
around a Consolidated Communications Center, which receives 9-1-1
calls for police, fire and medical emergencies, then notifies the
proper Public Safety Agency by way of a VHF radio system in the
150 to 174 Mhz band.

Douglas County has the following radio sites that are used for the
Police, Fire, Highway Maintenance, Forestry Conversation and the
Local Government Radio Services. These sites are linked by micro­
wave to the Consolidated Communications Center, located in Roseburg
Oregon.

1- Justice Building Elev 458 Ft
2. Rose Mountain Elev 1700 Ft
3. Canyon Mountain Elev 3388 Ft
4. Scott Mountain Elev 4250 Ft
5. Cinnamon Butte Elev 6417 Ft
6. Roman Nose Elev 2849 Ft
7. Gardiner H1ll Elev 577 Ft
8. Yoncalla Hill Elev 1804 Ft



January 19 t 1993

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION t Continued

First t I will use the Fire Radio Service to point out- problems
Douglas County will fac~ if the Rule Change is adopted. Douglas
County Consolidated Communications Center is providing fire
dispatch service to 25 different Rural t Volunteer and City Fire
Departments, using one of three transmitter sites. (Canyon Mountain,
Scott Mountain or Yoncalla Hill) These three sites are licensed for
50 to 110 Watts at this time. The coverage is marginal at best in
some of the rural outlying areas of the County.

If Douglas County were required to reduce the out-put power on
these three sites to the required 5 Watts, the Consolidated Communi­
cations Center in Douglas County would more than likely be out of
business.

The Police Radio Service is being used by the Douglas County Sheriff's
Department, Roseburg, Sutherlin, Oakland and Canyonville Police
Departments. _Winston, Myrtle Creek, Reedsport Police Departments
and the Oregon State Police have acess to the Douglas County Police
Radio System.

All Police Agencies in Douglas County use the -same frequencies in the
Police Radio ServiCe. The system is a voted-simal cast VHF system which
covers the County quite well with four repeater sites. The County has
approx 90% total coverage.

Once again, if Douglas County were required to reduce the out-put
power to the 5 Watts as suggested, it would set law enforcement
back 30 years in Douglas County.

The proposed rule changes would be devastating to Public Safety in
the Suburban and Rural areas like Douglas County. The cost of any
replacement of simplex base stations and or repeaters and to have to
add additional mountain top sites to cover the County would be cost
prohibitive. Douglas County Emergency Communications is protesting
these proposed rule changes and would like to see some exceptions
in the rural areas in the Pacific Northwest.

Yours in Public Safety,
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